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Abstract
Integrating Immigrant Children into Japanese Schools:

Issues and Challenges for an Egalitarian Educational System

Ai Takeuchi

Japan has historically discouraged immigration and maintained a relatively homogeneous
society. Minorities and foreigners were excluded for centuries — most famously under the
closed-country (sakoku) policy that lasted from 1603 until 1867 — and they remained
largely marginalized today. However, the wave of globalization that has swept through
the world’s industrial economies starting in the 1980s has brought ethnic diversity to
Japan for the first time, and the country’s evolving demographic profile has posed
unprecedented challenges for its traditional egalitarian educational model. This study,
based on interviews with teachers and students with foreign roots as well as observation
of Japanese public schools that have seen an influx of immigrant children, presents trends
and issues related to the integration of such newcomers. While issues such language
proficiency of immigrant children and Japanese homogeneous and group-oriented school
culture were identified as critical issues, the findings also underscore the importance of
the involvement of immigrant parents. The study concludes with recommendations for

future educational practices in Japan



