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Abstract
How can Small Cities Survive in a Globalized World?:

The Italian Cittaslow Movement and its Implications

Tetsutada Suzuki

Whereas the accelerating pace of globalization has challenged the very existence of
small cities, the Italian-modeled slow cities movement since 1999, Cittaslow, has
proposed alternatives to the sustainable way of local life. As of 2021, this movement
had spread to an international network of 30 countries and territories and 272 cities,
reaching as far as Japanese local administrations, such as Kesennuma city (Miyagi
Prefecture) in 2013 and Maebashi city (Gunma Prefecture) in 2017. The creative idea
and practices of living slow, nevertheless, are less prevalent in Japan, not only amongst
the public but also amongst inhabitants living in the slow cities. This paper tries to
understand the philosophy of the Cittaslow movement through careful reading of its
“manifesto”, written solely by Italians. Considering the essence of this movement to be
“the counterpart of the rationalization of everyday life,” we clarify the conditions under
which the Italian slow-city model is applicable to small cities in Japan.



