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Abstract
Study on Railroads and Stations in a River Terrace Area:

The Cases of Uenohara, Yamanashi and Numata, Gunma

Takashi NAKAMAKI

The aim of this study is to consider the planning and surveying of railroad routes and
train stations in places with unique topographies, focusing on river terrace areas in
Uenohara (Yamanashi) and Numata (Gunma). The results of the study are summarized
as follows:

1. In both Uenohara and Numata the topography of the river terrace area forced
construction of railroads away from the city center, under the topographical
structure of the river terrace. In neither case was the distance of the railroad
caused by rumored opposition to the railroads during the modernization of Japan
in the Meiji period; locals desired a rail line through the city center of Numata as
early as 1918.

2. When we observe the areas around the station, we find that there was a large
difference in station placement and angle depending on whether the land spread
out widely beneath the river terrace or if there was only little flat land available.
This affects both the development of barrier free facilities and rotaries around the
station.

3.When highway right-of-ways are developed parallel to railroad routes, the
highways tend to follow the tops of the river terraces in both Uenohara and
Numata. To avoid steep grades, construction makes use of open cuts. This
represents a larger-scale alteration of the topography by highways than by
railroads.



